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#1 
Recognizing Conflict of Interest 

 
Scenario  Conflict of 

Interest?  
Explanation of Answer 

 
The only medicine a doctor prescribes 
to patients is from a pharmaceutical 
company that pays for her family’s 
annual vacation. 
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

Doctors are expected to be impartial and 
the doctor has conflicting interests—
providing patients with the most 
appropriate drugs and receiving 
payment from the pharmaceutical 
company for prescribing its drugs. 

The mayor votes for his son in the 
municipal election. 
 
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

 

The mayor votes for awarding his 
son’s company a large municipal 
contract. 
 
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

 

A girl goes shopping at a store where 
she gets a discount from her friend. 

 
 Yes 
 No 
 

 

The police department is responsible 
for investigating itself when charged 
with wrongdoing by the public.  
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

 

A parent lies for a child to keep him 
out of trouble at school.   
 
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

 

A lawyer hires his nephew as his legal 
assistant even though the nephew has 
less experience than the other 
applicants. 
 

 
 Yes 
 No 

 

When writing a biography the famous 
author changed the details of events to 
save friends and family any 
embarrassment.   
 

 
 Yes 
 No 
 

 

 


